
  
As we come to the end of another year, I 
would like to start by thanking our 
wonderful choir members and their 
parents for your dedicat ion and 
commitment to this very important 
Centenary of Anzac project. I commend 
your dedication to practice online and 
travel to performances. We could not do 
it without you! I would also like to thank 

the RSL Sub-branches and Clubs who 
have donated and given us in-kind support such as uniforms, 
printing, travel costs and room hire. We look forward to your 
continued support for 2017. 

A definite highlight for me has been the concert and Vice-Regal Reception His Excellency, the Governor of NSW 
and our Patron, Mrs Hurley, held for us in the October school holidays. What an honour to give a Command 
performance in the Ballroom of Government House to say thank you to those who have supported us.  
It was also a great privilege to record OJ Rushton’s original song, “Diduno?”, in Australian Idol winner, Damien 
Leith’s, studio. We are grateful to Damien for his on-going support of the Choir. Damien went out of his way to give 
as many of our choir members an opportunity to experience recording in a professional studio. An experience I’m 
sure they will not forget! Once again, we are grateful to our Patron, Mrs Hurley, who made the effort to come and 
add her beautiful voice to the recording. This recording was added to our video of “Diduno?” as filmed at the 
Australian War Memorial in June. We are hoping to officially release this for Anzac Day 2017. You can see a sneak 
peak of it here: https://youtu.be/1bisuj_ltF0 

Remembrance Day was another highlight. OJ and I had the 
privilege to be invited to the NSW Premier’s Centenary of 
Anzac Event for Veterans to support Paul Graham, President 
of Mascot RSL Sub-branch, in his vision to see Poppies 
projected onto the Opera House. We are working toward a  
similar project involving the choir for 2018. Remembrance Day 
itself saw our Choir Mobs combining in Wagga Wagga to 
support the Wagga RSL Sub-branch for this special day.  OJ 
gave the main address. You can read it here: http://
www.dailyadvertiser.com.au/story/4287058/battle-cry-for-
youth-not-to-forget-sacrifice-of-service-photos-videos/?
cs=148 

I would like to take this opportunity to wish you a safe and 
happy Christmas & New Year! 

Rhondda Vanzella OAM, President  - vanzellas@bigpond.com, 0427 019 754 
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In the studio recording “Diduno?” with Australian Idol 
winner, Damien Leith and our Patron, Mrs Hurley.

The Choir giving a Command performance in the Ballroom of NSW 
Government House. Seen here with Mrs Hurley & Damien Leith

Patron: Mrs Hurley
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Creative Director’s Report 

This year has been another wonderful year for the choir. Our 21st Century Leadership 
Academy & performances gave our young people some fantastic leadership opportunities 
and, at the same time, were able to support RSL Sub-branches & communities for 
commemorative events. 

We held Music and Leadership Camps during each school holidays both in Canberra and on 
Cockatoo Island, Sydney. A special thank you to The Australian Federation Guard, Brad Baker at Old Parliament 
House, and David, the manager at Cockatoo Island and all his staff. You each played an important role in making 
our camps and the associated projects a success. I would also like to thank our Patron, Mrs Hurley and the staff at 
Government House who have also played an important role in  supporting our Choir this year. 

I am also thankful to Dr Brendan Nelson and the Australian War Memorial for once again allowing us to film two 
more video projects this year. “Diduno?” and “The Table of Remembrance” DVDs , as Rhondda mentioned in her 
report, are set to be released for Anzac Day 2017. 

It has been a great pleasure to work with our new vocal coach, Alexandra Dalman. As a trained opera singer and 
experienced vocal coach and music teacher, she has done wonders with the choir in a very short period of time. I 
am looking forward to continue working with Alexandra next year. 

Another exciting development for the choir this 
last six months has been to work within the 
ESO (Ex-Services Organisation) community 
which has resulted in welcoming children of 
current serving defence families into our choir 
family. This is proving to be a very special 
opportunity to support defence kids as we give 
the children “a place to belong”. As we are an 
RSL Choir and mostly online, it means that the 
children can stay part of our family regardless of 
where they are posted. It is also a place to 
belong for both past and present serving 
families, giving the children some stability during 
transition. We are looking forward to welcoming 
more defence kids in 2017. 

A big thank you to our school partners for 
2016. You have played an important role in our 
choir community commemorative events such 
as Anzac Day and Remembrance Day. A special 
thank you to Exeter Public School for the use of 
their library for an after school weekly Choir practice and music lessons. We look forward to each of your continued 
partnership next year and welcome new school partners for 2017. 

There is a list of activities the choir has been involved in on the next page and more pictures and videos on our 
Facebook page. 

Merry Christmas! I look forward to another exciting year together. Happy holidays and trust you are able to enjoy a 
well-earned break! 

OJ Rushton, Creative Director 
ojrushton@me.com, 0412 504 153 
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Some of the Choir with Santa at the Defence Family Christmas Luncheon, 
Concord RSL Club
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2016 at a Glance 
Performances this year included: 
• War Widows Field of Remembrance Service, St Andrews Cathedral, Sydney 
• Anzac Day - Mittagong Dawn Service, Wagga 11am March and Service, 

Goulburn Evening Service 
• Opening of NSW RSL State Congress, Town Hall, Sydney 
• RSL 100th Anniversary Dinner for Wagga RSL Sub-branch 
• 50th Anniversary Vietnam Veteran’s Day and Dinner with Little Patty 
• 50th Anniversary of Long Tan Service for War Widows and Partners of 

Veterans, Hyde Park Memorial, Sydney 
• Vice-Regal Reception and Command performance with Patron, Mrs Hurley 

at Government House, Sydney 
• Remembrance Day Service, Wagga Wagga 
• Mascot Mayor’s RSL 100th Anniversary Morning Tea 
• Defence Family Christmas Luncheon, Concord RSL Club 

Other Choir Activities: 
• 2x Music and Leadership Camps on Cockatoo Island 
• Canberra Music & Leadership Camp 
• Filming of two new videos at the Australian War Memorial 
• Leadership training with The Australian Federation Guard at ADFA 
• Singing the National Anthem in King’s Hall, Old Parliament House 
• Recording “Diduno?” in Damien Leith’s studio 

Choir Ambassador Activities: 
• Singing the National Anthem for Wagga VP Day Service 
• MC for the Choir’s Vice-Regal Reception and Concert at Government House 
• Attending the Soldier On Ball 
• Attending a Vice-Regal Reception for 60th Anniversary of “My Fair Lady” at 

NSW Government House with Dame Julie Andrews 
• Recording a backing track for Georgia’s original song “Soldier On” in “The 

Wiggles” recording studio
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